
 
Touching the Untouchables 

An Unforgettable Journey from Bondage to Redemption 
 

Solomon Darwin was born a “Dalit” or Untouchable in the 
small village of Mori, in southeast India. His lower cast status 
denied him hope of an education, medical care or economic 
advancement.  The very sight of him was said to “pollute” 
people of the higher classes, so he and the family lived in 
segregated slums and crept about at night. He was destined to 
do the most despicable jobs— clean public toilets, bury the 
dead or work as an indentured rural slave.  Although in 1947 
the law declared this “hidden apartheid” unconstitutional, little 

progress has been made to change this dehumanizing 3,000 year-old tradition.  
 
Solomon’s mother was fourteen when she gave birth to him, but, subsequently, 
both parents were taken to live in communist training camps miles away. 
Solomon’s grandmother, Subbamma, a woman of courage and grit, took him and 
raised him. Subbamma’s family, also Untouchables, were so poor, they married 
her off at age six to a man twenty years her senior. Her in-laws treated her like a 
slave and loathed her even more when she did not bear any children. Believing 
her to be cursed, at age 40, Subbamma's in-laws threw her out and replaced her 
with a second wife for their son.  
 
Discarded and shamed, she stumbled to the banks of the Godavari River and got 
down on her hands and knees into the water, wailing and 
pulling out her hair. This spectacle attracted the attention of 
English missionary, Charles Whitehouse. He ran to her side 
and drew her out of the water. He told her about a God who 
loved her named Jesus and Subbamma’s faith came alive. 
That same instant, the lifelong chronic panic pain in her womb 
disappeared. Elated, she returned to her husband shared with 
him about this Jesus who healed her. His faith was also kindled 
and he reconciled her to his family before matters with the second wife had been 
finalized.  
 
Rumors of the couple’s Christian faith soon spread throughout the village. 
Persecution broke out and the family home was burned down so many times that 
they finally escaped to a coastal town in Burma where Subbamma's husband 
found work as an accountant. Over the next ten years, Subbamma’s life 
transformed.  She gave birth to two sons and two daughters and started several 
successful small businesses.  
 
 



When World War II bombings suddenly destroyed their village, the family hid in 
the jungle, terrified and starving.  Eventually, after several treacherous attempts, 
they made their way back to Mori where once again Charles Whitehouse helped 
Subbamma start her life over again.  
 
She began a lace knitting business and with the money from her exports to 
England, she soon became the largest employer in the surrounding villages. 
Subbamma also became the first Untouchable to own her own land and build a 
brick and tile house.  Here, she fed and housed hundreds of orphans and widows 
and also became a skilled midwife. 
 
Then, Subbamma did the unthinkable: she built a 
school for Untouchables. Though a simple mud hut, 
its reality was a watershed moment and ushered in 
a new era of opportunity and emancipation. It was 
here where Solomon began his education.  
 
"I remember sitting naked on the dirt floor learning 
to write the alphabet with a stick," he said.   
 
Solomon’s father went on to become the first Christian Untouchable to receive a 
Ph.D. in the state and, after much persevering was then invited to work as a 
marine biologist at Scripps Institute at U.C. San Diego. Suddenly, at the age of 
15, Solomon found himself in the U.S. with only a fifth-grade education. He was 
admitted to a junior college by passing a simple English test. 
 
"The first years I got many failing grades," he said. No stranger to adversity, he 
persevered and eventually earned a B.A., then an MBA in Finance and, finally, 
an MCCP from Harvard.  
 

In memory of his grandmother, in 1995 Solomon 
purchased nine acres of land and built a world-
class school for Untouchables where his 
grandmother’s mud hut had once stood. The 
campus also includes a chapel and recreation 
park. For the first time in the history of the 

region, Untouchables and Hindus sat side by side in the same classroom.  
 
In 2004, international funds enabled Solomon to then build 
a 60-bed, two-story hospital and a boarding school 
residence for students. The once forgotten village of Mori 
now became a vibrant center of hope, healing and 
learning.  
 
Today, Hope for People International continues to offer a 



Christ-centered education and quality medical help to thousands of Untouchables 
and other needy men, women and children from the  most underserved and 
marginalized communiities in India.  
 
Missionaries, teachers, artists, doctors, dentists, and volunteers come from all 
over the world to serve in short-term missions or longer. Won’t you help us 
continue this marvelous work by making a donation at hope-for-people.org or 
make plans to join us on one of our missionary trips scheduled throughout the 
coming  year.   Please find out more by visiting http.hope-for-people.org 
 
 


